PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PROGRAM 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MINUTES 

September 12, 2008

Kansas State Capitol Building

5th Floor, Room 545 N

10th and Jackson

Topeka, KS

Friday, September 12, 2008
Committee Members Present: Karen Braman, R.Ph.,M.S., KS Board of Pharmacy (KBOP), Dr. Bob Twillman, KU Medical Center;  Max Heidrick, R.Ph. Kansas Pharmacists Association (KPhA), Jeff Brandau, Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI); Dr. Joe Davison, Kansas Medical Society (KMS),.

Others in Attendance:

Carly Haynes, R.Ph. KBOP, Sen.Vicki Schmidt R.Ph., Julie Hein, Hein Law Firm; Berend Koops, Hein Law Firm; Bob Williams, KS Association of Osteopathic Medicine; Mike Larkin, KPhA; Christina Morris, KBOP; Debra Billingsley, KBOP

Committee Members Not Present: Nicole Kehr, R.Ph., Dr. John Whitehead, Harold Godwin, R.Ph., Dr. Robert Smith, Phil Schneider 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Karen Braman, R.Ph.,M.S., called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m.

Introductions were made.

Karen Braman, R.Ph.,M.S. presented a power point presentation regarding the specific requirements of SB 491.  The bill requires the establishment of a PMP Advisory Committee and Ms. Braman discussed the Committee’s charge.

A motion was made and seconded to nominate Karen Braman, R.Ph.,M.S. to serve as the Advisory Committee chairperson.  (Brandau/Davison,MD).  Motion passed unanimously.

The group discussed drugs of concern that should be included in the regulatory process.  There was discussion of whether dextromethorphan (DMX), an over the counter cough medication that is increasingly being abused by young adults, should be monitored. There was discussion about the increasing abuse of this drug, however there was also concern that it would be difficult to add an OTC Product to the PMP since the PMP database will be created from point-of-sale prescription claims. There was discussion that the product should continue to be monitored, and in the future if warranted, could be added to the list of drugs of concern.  The group concurred that Soma (carisoprodol), Fiorcet (butalbital/acetaminophen/caffeine), and Ultram (tramadol) should be monitored by the PMP and included in the list of drugs of concern.  The Advisory Committee agreed that an annual review of the list of drugs of concern should be conducted by the Committee to determine if any updates or changes are needed.   There was also discussion that regulations should be promulgated that would authorize immediate authority of the Advisory Committee to add additional drugs to the drugs of concern list.

There was discussion about Committee membership and if additional expertise is needed. The group agreed that since the PMP database will contain all Schedule II – IV and drugs of concern prescriptions, including those paid for by Medicaid and that the Kansas Health Policy Authority will have access to PMP records for Medicaid consumers, a representative from KHPA should serve on the Committee.  The Board of Pharmacy staff was directed to draft a letter to KHPA asking them to nominate an individual to serve.

The group discussed privacy and security of the program and whether the laws of the state harmonized regarding an exchange of information with other states.  The group determined that between now and the next meeting, information should be obtained from other states regarding their specific programs, including exchange of data across state lines. A matrix of questions and issues will be developed to use when collecting information from other states on their PMPs.  The matrix will include: PMP implementation and annual maintenance costs– (broken down into software vs. program administration costs),funding source(s), software vendor used, number and type of staff, timeliness of reporting (real time vs. reporting delay), ease of process for data submission by pharmacies, communication/ability to share data with other states, outcome measures (e.g., impact to that State’s Medicaid program, change in ER narcotics prescribing, impact to law enforcement, etc.) education programs, lessons learned/recommendations Website URL.  

The group will also make contact with chain pharmacies and/or PBMs regarding their experience submitting data to states that have operational PMPs.  

There was discussion about dispensing physicians, automated dispensing equipment, and their reporting to the PMP. SB491 requires all dispensers of Sched. II – IV and drugs of concern to individuals in Kansas and Kansas addresses to submit the data specified to the PMP.  There was also discussion about the growing number of safety net clinics that are dispensing controlled substances, and that they would need to submit this data to the PMP as well. 

The group wrapped up with a list of action items for the next meeting.  A matrix of questions will be developed for collection of information from other states.  Chains and PBMs will be contacted regarding their experiences.  Staff will collect rules and regulations from a few states that have programs operating.  A list of website links will be obtained and provided to the committee so that they can work on the Matrix for approximately five states. The SB 491 overview slides will be provided to Committee members.

The next meeting was scheduled for October 9, 2008 from 2:00-4:00 with the location to be announced.

Meeting adjourned.

