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Topic: Monthly Fire Extinguisher Checks

Ever school building has fi re extinguishers in hallways, class-
rooms, and offi ces.  We know fi re extinguishers need to have 
monthly checks, but what does this consist of?

Check the location.

•  Is the extinguisher in the proper location?
•  Is it accessible and visible?
•  Is it properly mounted to the wall?

Check the outside.

•  Is the operating tag of the extinguisher facing out?
•  Is the tamper seal intact?
•  Is the shell of the extinguisher in good condition or has it 
been damaged or tampered with?
•  If the extinguisher has a hose, is it in good condition?
•  Is there any residue or physical evidence the extinguisher has 
been discharged?
•  Is the discharge nozzle free of clogging?

Check the contents.

•  Is the stored pressure within the allowable (typically green) 
range?
•  Pick up the extinguisher.  Does it feel full, or does it feel like it 
matches what the gauge reads?  Use your best judgment.

If all these items appear to be correct, date and initial the tag of 
the extinguisher.  If you are looking at a dry chemical fi re ex-
tinguisher, turn it over and give the bottom of the extinguisher 
a quick thump.  This will help keep the dry powder loose and 
ready for use.  Then replace the extinguisher on its mounting 
bracket.

If any problems were found, consider pulling the fi re extinguish-
er out of service and having a qualifi ed fi rm or individual do a 
further, more thorough inspection.  Remember, if you remove 
a fi re extinguisher from service, immediately replace it with a 
working extinguisher.
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